
SONGS OF THE ARK 

I. Introduction 

David’s bringing up of the Ark to Jerusalem was one of Israel’s greatest 
moments which was memorialized in some of its most sacred songs.   

II. The Music in the Story of the Ark’s Movement 

A. The March of the Ark to Jerusalem. 

1. The Faulty Procession (2 Sam. 6:3-11; cf. 1 Chron. 13) 

Joyful Commotion              Unlawful Locomotion  

2. The Final Procession (2 Sam. 6:12-17; cf. 1 Chron. 15) 

Joyful Commotion               David’s Dance 

3. The Differing Perspectives (Samuel versus Chronicles) 
 

 

Book of Samuel 
 

 

Book of Chronicles 
 

Purpose: To validate the house of 
David’s claim to the throne and 
discredit the house of Saul. 

 

 

Purpose: To provide Jews after the 
exile with positive examples 
from Israel’s history. 

 

Date: Written before the Exile. 
 

Date: Written after the exile, 
perhaps as late as 400 B.C. 

 

 

Example: More information about 
Michal’s failure. 

 

Example: Much more info about the 
Levites. The list of names almost 
reads like a program bulletin. 

 

B. The Celebration of Installation 

1. New Ministers of Music (1 Chron. 16:4-7, 37-38) 

- Much more information than what was provided in 2 Sam. 

- Introduces key musicians & priests during David’s reign. 

2. A Masterpiece of Praise (1 Chron. 16:8-38) 



III. The Memory of the Ark’s Movement in the Psalms  

A. Spinoffs of the Masterpiece (Psalms 105; 96; 106 – see inside) 

- The version of the song in Chron. is the original text from that day. 

- That song was later adapted to be used in various psalms. 

B. Original Songs Associated with the Event 

1. Psalm 132 (most certainly) 
- Recollects the bringing of the ark to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6).   

- Celebrates the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7). 

2. Psalm 68 (very likely) 
- Vv. 1-2, 17 adapts the “March of the Ark” (Num 10:35-36). 

- Vv. 24-27’s procession might be the march of the ark into Zion. 

3. Psalm 24 (quite possibly) 
- Vv. 7-10 may recount the script followed by the Levites & the 

gatekeepers when the ark was brought to rest in Zion. 

- The ark would seldom be moved again, so its arrival in the Holy 
City was a great event worthy of being memorialized in song. 

4. Psalm 101 (perhaps) 
- V. 2b asks, “When will you come to me?” which sounds 

somewhat like David’s question about the ark in 2 Sam. 6:9, 
“How can the ark of the LORD come to me?” 

- If these refer to the same uncertain time, then this psalm 
represents a renewal of David’s dedication to walk in the ways 
of Torah and lead the nation with integrity. 

IV. Conclusion  

- As Christians, we have other events which we commemorate in song. 

- Our songs are not about a place to go but a Person who has come to us. 

- Jesus is our Ark, our Altar, our Temple—the One who brings us to God. 
 


